Ministry of Home Affairs O.M. No.8/2/69-(SCT)(I),
dated the 1* October, 1974, to all Ministries/Departments, efc.

Sulecr :—=Question whether the Commissioner for Scheduled Casics and Scheduled Tribes can call for
origival records and MMes io specific cases where complainis have been made 1o him apd

whether Scheduled Caswes and Schedunled Tribes Government zervants can write o him
direcL

The Commissiones for Scheduled Castes & Scheduled Tribes has been appointed under seticle 338 of the

Constimtion to investigate all mapers relaling to the safeguards provided for the Scheduled Casies and

- Scheduled Tribes in the Constiimnion and report o the President upon the working of there safeguards. In regard

o the saleguards relating to the appointment of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes to sevices and posts, the
Commissioner bad rsised the following two guecsdons :—

() Whether he can call for the original records and files in specific cases where complaints have been

made 1o him so that he can satisfy himaself that the safeguards provided for the Scheduled Casies and
Scheduled Tribes in the Constitution have not been violawed; ond

(i) Whether Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe Governmeat servants can write w him dlrect bring-

ing their grievances w his nolice.

2 Occasions for consulting the original files of the Minisuies ar Departments by the Commissioner for
Scheduled Caster and Scheduled Tribes would probably be few and far between a2 usually the full facts of the
cascs are famished 0 the Commimioner for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes whenever enquiries are
made by bim ia such maters. However, there may be cates where the Commissioner might require w sec the
ariginal records and [iles in order 10 aatify himself that no injustice has been done. There may, in general, be na
difficulty in making files available to him. but in some cases, it may pot be possible 10 show kim the files for
weasons of public security etc.

). Taking all aspects into considerstion and in the light of the advice given by the Commitiee of Sec-
reiaries on Internal Affais whick has bren approved by the High Power Commitee set up by the Depariment of
Personnel & Administrative Refoms. it has been decided as followsy —

{n) Fils relating to the appointment of candidaws belonging 10 the Scheduled Castes and Schednled
" Tibes againat the sescrved quota should. on demand, be made available o the Commissioner for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes:

(&} In afl other capes, comprehensive nows explaining position may be furnished to him;

() Should the Commissioner have any reservations or doubis in regard 1o the explanstions given. ihe
matter may be refecred 1o the Home Secretary, who will go through the original records and answer
the queries by the Commissioner where possible, he will also aend the record with the
eeply. and +

{d) Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe Goverament employee may be permitted o write 10 the Com-
missioner for Scheduled Cames and Scheduled Tribes dircet on maners relating 10 appolniments
apainst the reserved quota.

4, The expression “reserved quota™ will include malters relating %o confirmation promotion, grant of
other concessions sllowed to Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe employees by the Department of Personnel
& Administrative Reforms from time o time.

5. These decisions ‘may kindly bc brooght w0 the nolice of ali the concerned suthorities.



