S No. 28034/7/86-~Estt{A)
Government of Indis
Ministry of Personnel.P.G. & Pensions
{Department of Persomnel & Training)

New Delhi, the 3.4.86.

OFFICE MEMOPANDUM

Subject: Posting of husband and wife at the same station.
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The question of formulation of a policy regarding
the posting at the same place of hushand and wifs who are
in Govt. service or in the service of Tuvblic Secto:
Undertakings has been raised in Parliament and cther forums
on several occasions. Govit.'s position has »een thst
requests of Govt. servants and employees. of puklic sector
undertakings for posting at the same station usually
recelve gympathetic consideration, and that each <ase is
declded on merits, keeping in view the administrative
reguirements.

2 The Govt. of India have given the utmost
importance to the cihancement of womenfs status in all
sectors and all walks of 1life. Stirstegies and policio
are being formulated and implsmented by differant
Ministries of the Central Covt. to achisve this end. It
is aiso considered nacessary to have a_policy which can
nable women employed under the Govt. and the Public
Sector undertakings to discharge their responsikilities
as wife/mother on the cne hand and productive workers
on the cther, more effectively. It is the volicy of the
Govt. that as far as possible and within the constraints
of administrative feasibility, the husband and wife
should be posted at the same station to enakle them to
lead a normal family life and to ensure the education
and welfare of thelr children.
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3. In Feb.,1976 the then Department of &nclal
Wzlfare had issued a circular D.C.letter to ail

Minlstries and Departments requesting them to give

serious consideration to the guestion of posting

hushand and wife at the.same station. However, representa=-
tions continue to be received by the Department of

Women 's Welfare in the Minlstry of Human Resources
Development from women seeking the interventicn of that
Department for a posting at the place where their husband*
are posted. It has, therefore, now been dacided to lay~
down a broad statement of policy at least with regard

to these employseswho are-under the puruiew of the
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Govt ./Public Sector Undertskings. An attempt has, therefore,
been made in the following paragrarhs to lay down some
guldelines to enable the cadre controlling authorities

to consider the requests from the spouses for a posting

at the same station. At the outset, it may be clarified tha
it may not be pessikle to bring everv category of employees
within the ambit of this policy as situations of husband/wife
employment are varied and manifcld. The guidelines given
below are, therefore, illiustrative and not exhaustive.

Govt. desire that in all other cases ths cadre controlling
authorlty should consider such reguests with utmost sympathyv.

4, The classess of cases that may arise, and the
guldellnes for dealing with e ach class of case, are given
below z-

(1) Where the spouses belong ©5 the soms AlL Tndia
Service or twa of the All Indis Servicss.hamzly
IAS,IPSA and Indian Forest . arvice(Group'aA‘’):

=~ The gpouse will be posted to the same Cadre
by preoviding for a cadre transfer of one spouse
o the Cadre ¢f the other spouse subject to
thelr not being posted by this process to
thelr home cadre. Postings within the Cadre
will, of course, fall within the purview of
the State Govt.

{i1) where one spouse belongs to one of the All India
S8ervices and the cother spouse belongs to one cof
the Central Services :-
= The cadre contrelling authority of the

Central Service may post the officer to
the stetion or if there is no posi in that
station, to the State where trhe other spouse
belonging to the All India Service iz posted.
I
{iii) Where the spouses belong to the same Central

Serv .'LCEI H

- The Cadre controlling authority may post the
spouses to the same station.

(iv) Whnere the spouse belongs to one Central Service
and the other spouse belongs to another Central
Service 3=

~ The spouse with the longer service at a
station may apply to the appropriate cadre
controlling authority and the said authorit
may - post the said cfficer to the station, or
if there is no post in that station to the
State where the other spouse belonging to
the other -Central Service is posted.
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(v) Wheére one spouse belongs to an All India Service
and the other spouse belongs to a Public Sector
Undertakings :

= The spouse emploved under the Publlc Sector
Undertaking may apply to the compctent authtority
and said anthority may post the szaid officer to
tha station, or if there is no post under the
FSU in that station; to the State whers the

other spouse is posted.

(vi) where one spouse belongs to a Central Service and
the other spouse belongs to PSU :=

=~ The spouse employed under the PsSU may apply to
the competent authority and the said auvthority
may post the officer o the statlion or if thoere
1s no post under the PsSU in that station, to the
State where the other srouse ls posted. 1I1f,;
however, the request cannot be granted because
the PEU has no post in the said stationfstate,
then the spouse belonging to the Central Service
may apply to the appropriste cadre controliing
authority and the said authority may post the
sald officer to the station or if there is no
pest in that station, 5 the state whers the
spouse employed under PSU iz posted.

(vii) Wiere one spouse Is employed under the Central Govt.
and the other spouse 1s employad under the State
Govt.

- The spouse employed under the Central Govi. may
apply to the competent authority and the compsetent
authority may post the said officer to the
station or if there is no post in that station
tc the State where the other spouse 1s posted.

Se 4s will be seen from the lllustrations given above,
they do not cover all possible categories of cases which
may arise. In fact it is nct possible to anticipate all
the categoriles of cases. Bach case, not covered by the
above guidelines will have to be dealt with keeping in mind
the spirit in which these guideliines have been 1217 down

and the larger objective of ensuring that a husband and wife
are, as far as possible and within the constrdints of
administrative convenience, posted at the same station.

6. Minlstry of Finance etc. are reguested to bring the
above Instructicons to the notice of all administrative
authorities under thelr control and ensure compliance.

Te In so far as persons serving in Indian Audit and

Accounts Department are concerned, these orders 1ssue in
consultation with the Comptroller and Auditor -General of India.
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8. This issues with the concurrence of the Department
of Public Enterprises.

= Hindi version will follow.

sd/~
(Mrs. aarti Khosla)
Joint Secretary to the Govt. of India.

To

All Ministries/Departments of the Govt, of India.
(As per standard list with usual number of spare
coples.) '





