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Sub :~ frdmissibility, during orul inquiry, of statements
made by th: delinnuent officaers and the witnesses at
the stage of presliminary in~uiry/invsstigation..

—:d)o-- .

The undersignsd is diroected to.say that the present

procsdure followad in departmental innuirles hald undar the Centrul

Civil Ssrdces (CiC.& &) Rules, 1965 and other corresponding
Disciplinary Rulss is to; disr.g.rd . o
statements made by witnazssds duning the preliminary
Ainquiry/investigation except for the purpose of contradicting

" the witnessss and to rscord the ovidence of thowitnesses

#j

de novo as examination-in=-chisf by the Inquiring Authority.

The question whethar statoments made by the witnesses during the
preliminary inquiry/investigation can be straightway taken

on racord zs evidence in examination=-in=chie{ at oral '
inq-uiries has beenh examinad in consultation with the
Department of legal #ffairsy the Central Vigiliunce Commlission,
and the Central Bursasu of Investigation. .

2 On considering the obsuervations madas by ths Supremc
Court in cartain cusss it may be legally permissible and

in accourd with the principles of the netural justice to take
on record the statements made by witnesses during the preli-
minary ina-ulry/investigation at oral inmuirias, if the

‘statement is admitted by ths witness on its being read out

to him . . It is fslt that by adopting this procedure it should
be possible to rsduce ths tims taken in conducting departmental
inquiries. It has, tharefore, been decided thal in future,
instead of recording the evidence of ths prosecution witnesses
do novo, wheresver it is pogsible, tho statement of a wltness
alroady recorded at the preliminury inruiry/investigation may be
rzad out to him at the oral in~uiry and if it is admitted by
him, the cross-examination of th: witnsss may commence thsre-
aftsr straightway. A copy of ths sald statsment °~ . should
howevar, be mads availabls to the delinquent officer
sufficiently in advance %to at lsast threc daysbefore the date
on which it is to come up at ths inqQuiry.

3. hg rogards the statements ri:corded by th: Investigating
Officers of ths CeBuley, which are not signady it has boeen
dacided that th: g.tomont of ths withess rocordsd by the
Investigating Officer will bu read out to him and a certificate
will be recorded th:reundor that it had been read out to the
person concerncd und had ba:n acesptad by him. 5/ \

/f‘

e



n

| | -
® 4. It is rzquosted that th: proccdur: sat out in para
2 .nd 3 n y b2 brought to ths netics of .11 concernad,. so
thet it is follov:d in the oral inruiriss conductz=d under
ths CuC.Se (C¢C= &!). Rulss and oth:r corresponding
Disciplinury Rulss. , ,
p_.g .‘:9-‘!3,;_ .
( B.C, Joshi ) - ¥
Deputy Seerstary to th: Govi. of Indiu. :

| 211 Ministriss/Departments of th. Government of India
(C¥0s by name). _ .

. Copy forwardcd for informetion to -
1.) CVC (Shri U.S. Joshi, Daputy Secrctary with rafcrence
‘to " Shri V.S5. Gupta's deo. lsttor No. 6/5/74 -R
datsd 2nd Dscembsry 1975.) ‘
2 CeBeI. (Shri V;P.‘Lakshminarayanan, Jt. Dir-actor)s .

Citii) The Departm:nt of Legal Affairs, New Dolhi.
(Shri-P.K. Kirtha, fdditional Legal Advisar).

iv) £11 ths attached offices of the Depurtment of Personnel
and AOHO ) N ,‘
v) Administrativs Reforms Ving of ths Depurtment of Psrsonnel
Ecgnaw
T { R.C. Joshi )

Deputy Secrstary to ths Govte. of India.
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