
F.No.1 2040/20/2024-FTCIIR 
Government of India 

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions 
Department of Personnel and Training 

[Training Division] 

Block-4, Old JNU Campus, New Delhi-67 
Dated; 25.07.2024 

TRAINING CIRCULAR 

Subject: One Year Masters Degree course - School of Local Governance 
(Public Policy in the Local Government) under Young Leaders' Program 
(YLP) at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS), Japan 
from October 2025 to September 2026 

Applications/nominations are invited for special scholarships of one year 
Master's Degree Program - School of Local Governance (Public Policy in the Local 
Government) under Young Leaders' Program (YLP) to be held from October 2025 
to September 2026 at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) 
Tokyo, Japan. 

2. The Program is designed to train and cultivate national leaders in their 
respective fields of Government, who are seeking to take advantage of Japan's 
experiences of interaction with both Western and Asian countries and also to 
establish a human network through various activities, such as special lectures, 
colloquium, independent study, field trips etc. 

3. The Program is primarily geared for exceptionally promising young government 
officials who have already shown their dedication through work experience in 
public administration. It is open to young public administrators and government 
official who are expected to play active roles in the future as national leaders in 
their home countries. 

4. Course Duration;  
The course duration is for one year from October 2025 to September 2026 

resulting in the conferral of a Master's Degree - School of Local Governance 
(Public Policy in the Local Government) by GRIPS. 

5. Language Instruction:  
All classes must be conducted in English medium. 

6. Qualifications:  

a) In principle the applicant must be under 40 years of age as on 

October, 2025 (i.e. born on or after 2' October, 1985); 
b) He/She must hold a Bachelor's degree or equivalent from a 
recognizedlaccredited university /college and have achieved excellent 
academic performance; 
C) He/She must have at least 3 years of work experience in public 
administration (preferably 5 years or more) as of October 1, 2025; 
d) He/She must be proficient in English Language; 
e) He/She must be in good health; 



f) Selected candidates will have to obtain a 'Student' visa prior to their 
arrival in Japan; 
g) He/She must not be serving in military service or civilians employed 
by military forces. 

7. Each grantee will be provided monthly with 242000 yen during the term of 
scholarship. However, the amount of allowance will be subject to change 
depending upon the annual budget of the Japanese government for each fiscal 
year. The Program covers an economy class air ticket to/from Japan, 
accommodation, School Fees etc. (Details of the Program may be seen in the 
brochure). 

8. It is requested that the nomination of suitable government officials/officer from 
CCA/State/UTs government may please be forwarded to this Department in 
prescribed application format along with vigilance clearance  of the candidate 
and other supporting documents in accordance with the eligibility criteria and terms 
& conditions stipulated in the Program brochure. 

9. The complete set of applications(in  five copies — one original and four 
photocopies)  should reach this Department through Administrative 

Ministry/Department/State Government not later than 28th  August, 2024. 
Nominations received after the prescribed date will not be considered. The details 
of the Program and the application form may be drawn from this Department's 
website (http://dopt.gov.in). 

'beshraj Yadav) 
Under Secretary to the Government of India 

Tel :011-26194167 

Copy to: (Through DoPT's website). 

1. Secretaries of all Ministries/Department of Government of India and 
Chief Secretaries/Administrators of State Governments/Union Territories. 
2. All Cadre Controlling Authorities (CCA) of Group 'A' Service. 
3. Ministry of External Affairs, Attache (JKM), East Asia Division, South 
Block, New Delhi. 
4. The Embassy of Japan in India, Japan Information Centre, 50 - G, Shanti 
Path, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi — 110021. 
5. NIC with request to post the circular along with the Program brochure 
and application forms etc on this Department's website. 
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A World of Opportunities for Young Leaders 
Message from the Program Director 

The Young Leaders Program (YLP) at GRIPS is a special masters 

degree program for promising young leaders in government. It is 

fully supported, including full scholarships for all students, by the 

Japanese government. 

The YLP aims at nurturing future national leaders in Asia and other 

regions, forming international human networks of these leaders, 

establishing friendly relations among participating countries and 

improving the quality of public policy. 

The specific content of the YLP is designed to provide young leaders with opportunities 

to enrich and enlarge their knowledge of global, regional and Japanese politics 

and economies, public administration and policies from comparative, historical and 

contemporary perspectives. The faculty is composed of eminent academics and 

former government officials with a wide range of experience in both national and local 

governments. 

I hope you will join the YLP and realize your dream of contributing to your country and to 

the global community in your future career. 

Hirofumi Takada 
Director of Young Leaders Program 

vice President, Professor 

Specialty; Local Public Adrninistratiort 

and Finance, Local Revitalization 

Mikitaka Masuyama 
Deputy Director of Young Leaders 

Program (School of Government) 

Professor 

Specialty; Japanese Politics, Legislative 

Institutions, Political Methodology 

Tsuyoshi Yoshimuta 
Associate Director of Young Leaders 

Program 

p in less ci 

Specialry; System of Government, 

Government Reform, Public Policy 

About GRIPS 

The National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) was founded n 1997 by the Japanese government as a 

stand-alone national graduate university focused on oclicy studies. Future policy leaders arro researchers from all 

over the world gather here, forming an international research huh. 

P1,010 1,13000 fifliR3ç1 
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About the Program 

The YLP is a one-year program that culminates in a Masters Degree in Public Policy. The 

YLP is part of the Japanese governments Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and 

Technology (MEXT) scholarship program, 

The YLP has two parallel and overlapping programs run through the School of Government and 

the School of Local Governance. The curriculum for both courses is taught entirely in English 

and covers a wide range of topics concerning public administration anc policy formulation. 

It also offers the opportunity for intensive discussion with politicians, high-level government 

offc{als, corporate directors, journalists and other leaders. The program includes a ñeld trip and 

a workshop and requires a ñnal paper based on independent study. There are opportunities 

to collaborate on policy research with other institutions, includirrg Japans central and local 

governments. The colloquium, which meets seven or eight times per semester, is an unrivalled 

opportunity to discuss fresh ideas with eminent speakers. 

Goals and mission 

The goal of the YLP is to cultivate national leaders of the future in Asia and around the world. 

Participants gain a deep understanding of Japan through their activities and work during tie 

program and build the foundations for a network of friendly relationships and improved policy 

planning capacity among national leaders. 

Graduates from the YLP are expected to return to their former governmental organizations and 

apply their knowledge and experience to become strong leaders. 

Target group 

The YLP is for exceptionally promising young government ofcials who have already shown 

their dedication through work experience in public administration. Students are admitted on the 

basis of an appraisal of their potential to become future leaders at home, to play important roles 

in their countries development and to maintain strong, longlasting working relationships with 

Japan and other countries around the world. 

U I 
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Coursework 

The YLP offers a wide range of courses concerning public administration, economics, political 

science and policy formulation. In addition to the required courses, students can select subjects 

in accordance with their interests and needs. All courses are taught in English. 

Colloquium 

One of the unique features of the YL..P is the Colloquium, where YLP students are offered an 

exclusive and unrivalled opportunity to discuss and share ideas with a diverse range of eminent 

speakers, including many distinguished government leaders and business executives. The 

Colloquium meets hfteen or sixteen times a year, divided between the fall and spring terms. 

Independent Study 

During the independent study you work one-on-one with an instructor on your master's thesis 

(Or "policy paper') on a particular topic related to public administration and policy formulation. 

Students are supported in their research by the Center for Professional Communication (CPC) 

that organizes Writing Workshops as well as individual consultation throughout the year. The 

CPC will also help students improve their presentation skills. All students will give a presentation 

on their research in July. 

Field Trip (School of Government) 

Educational field trip is organized and provide a great opportunity to learn about local 

governments and communities, and socioeconomic developments in Japan. The held trips 

complement what is being taught in tne classrooms and take you to places that you may not be 

able to explore and learn about on your own. You will visit central and local government offices, 

cultural and historical heritage sites, and industrial facilities. 

Workshop (School of Local Governance) 

Du ring the workshop, OLi will visit local governments to meet with officials who will share their 

first-hand experience and practice in policy planning and implementation. You will also have a 

chance to visit various facilities such as a day care center for elderly people and a local economic 

and tourism development facility. You may thus be 

able to catch a glimpse of how the Japanese local 

government system actually works in everyday life in 

Japan, 



Student Support and Resources 

One unique aspect of GRIPS is our extensive support system for 

assisting students in their daily living. We consider this aspect 

of your lives to be every bit as important as your academic 

life, especially for foreign scholars unfamiliar with Japan. As 

internatonal students have comprised, on average, about 60% of 

tee GRIPS student body over the last 20 years, we have aeveloped 

comprehensive services to assst students in their day-to-day living. 

The Student Office organizes or:entation  programs for incoming students and assists arriving 

international students in getting organized and settled in Japan. It also organizes a number of 

social events and activities, including field trips and Japanese cultural experiences. The Student 

Office also functions as a hub to promote interaction and understanding between Japanese and 

foreign nationals. 

Faculty 

GRIPS boasts a nearly 200-member faculty, which includes world-class academics and 

distinguished practitioners with many years of experience in public- or private-sector policy 

analysis and management. Our facul:y's expertise spans a wide array of policy issues and areas of 

research, whicn allow us to offer a broad range of courses in policy-related fields. 
rorr ooe on cur acuRy rne rrLvrs, rede http.//www.grips.ac.jp/en/about/direcwry/  

Accommodation 

Accommodation is provided in the Tokyo International Exchange Center (TIEC), ocerated by the 

Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO). 

Tokyo International Exchange Center Residence Halls 

In the bays;de area, hOl: 0 200] ny roe M1ritrry of EdocarLon. Culture, Sporn, Sc0noe a n d  
Technolocy (MEXO) 
Room Tyoec Sinole, Couple, ramily 



Resources 

Center for Professional 
Communication 
The rrhssion of the Center for ?mfessional 

Ccmmuication d to supporT DRIP1Y students, 

faculty, and staff in develotuina effective professional 

comrour'icCtiorl skills arid 000tpetencies needed to 

cuinlunicate productively iii an errvirorenerst of 

multiple stakeholders. To this end, we offer a range 

of instruction anti support in fundamental areas of 
pro ress i coa l communication in English and Japanese 

irlcluoing poilcy paper writing, professional sneaking, 

giant proposalwriting, and digital comrmnications 

We also orovide opportunities íor cultural and 

academic exchanges through a self-access learning 

center, mganize seminars and special events related 

to all aspects of professional communication, and 

prepare customized materials for students and staff 

on academ:c and proressional  writing and language 

learning. 

The cerrter supperrs 

Japanese language 

ledr1ir g of students 

who lack Japanese 

language proficiency 

for daily living and 

study. Thc pureose 

is to help Triroents acnieve greater compererree 

in comprehension and speakffq. The center also 

facilitares cultural and traditional experiences. 

Center for Data Science 
The procress of digital innnvation has been making it 

possible to utilize dlverse big data via the nterrret, and 

there arise immense expectations to tile government 

for irrlplemersririg effective policy based on precise 

predictions by tile USC of big data to provide better 

soi.ut;orls to social problems. Needless to say, data 

science is cruciai in this context, 'To deal with this 

circumstance, GRIPS launched The Cerrter for Data 

Science in April 2022 for the purpose of promoting 

deeper data science education ant research. Taking 

advantage 5  hc'ldir.g both stecialized policymakers 

with extensive practical exoerience who are well-

versed in actual policymaking processes and 

researchers irr the held of policy science ir acaderr,a, 

GRIPS will carry out activities to develop the Center for 

Data Sciencc as a pioneering and uflipue data scienco 

research huh in the bela of policy science, aiming at 

fostering policymakers suited for the 21st century. 

Library 
• Exte-sive collection of publications in tile held of 

policy studies, collected irorr around the world 

• Collection contains over 190,000 volumes, including 

re1eerrce hooks, sratistival culleclions, workirtg 

papers, and government documents 

• Lercie cullechorrs or periodicals Li rat include reure 

von 12,000 icrumnals, many of which ate avaibble 

tinline 

• Well_trained staff are equipped to respond to 

researcrr-related requests 

Facilities 

Student Rooms and IT Support Center 
• Each student is provided with a study space, 

accessible 24 hours a day 

• A computer help desk s open to all students during 

regular working hours 

Health Services Center 
• In-noose health, clinic 

• Nurse on duty daily, doctor available several days a 

week 

• Provides medical advice, basic medical exam::nations 

• Will refer scan appropriate hospital or specialist when 

necessary 

Fitness Center 
• Running achines and other trainir.g ecuipnlerrt 

'Showers 

• Free use by students, fatuity, and stad 

(15 



Admissions 

Eligibility 
The YLP is open to young public administrators and government officials who are expected to 

play active roles in the future as national leaders in their home countries. A minimum of three 

years of full-time work experience (five is preferable) in the held in the applicants home country 

is a prerequisite for admission ro the program. 

The School of Government focuses on national policy-making and accepts students from 28 

countries: P. ft China, Rep. of Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Brunei, 

Viet Nam, Laos, Cambodia, Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Turkmenistan, Uzhekistan, 

Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Australia, Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, 

Bulgaria, Rornania, Turkey. 

The School of Local Governance focuses on enhancement of local governance and government 

to respond to various regional issues in such areas as education, health, social welfare, and local 

development. It accepts students from 19 countries: 

P. R. China, Rep. of Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Viet Nam, Laos, Cambodia, 

Mongolia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, India, Pakistan, Turkey, Hungary, Czech Republic, Poland, 

RUmania. 

Admission to the YLP requires a bachelors degree or its equivalent from a recognized, 

accredited university of the highest standard as well as certifiable health. The applicant should 

be, in principle, under 40 years of age as of 1 October, 2025; should be proficient in English with 

a TOEFL iBT score of 79, IELTS Academic score of6.O or equivalent and must be able to obtain a 

Student visa prior to arrival in Japan. 

Applicants are not eligible if they are unable to travel to Japan by the last date of the period 

specified by GRIPS. People who are active members of mIlitary forces or civilians employed 

by the military during any part of the scholarship period or who are enrolled in a Japanese 

university under Student status or plan to enroll at a Japanese university as a privately financed 

international student between the time of application for the YLP scholarship and the time the 

scholarship period is due to commence are also ineligible. Loss of status as public administrator 

or government official before completion of. the program will also render participants ineligible. 
- 



Scholarships 

An allowance of 242,000 yen per month (in FY 2024; amount is subject to Change) will be 

provided to grantees during the term of the scholarship. Grantees who are absent from the 

university for long periods will no longer be provided with the scholarship. Application fee, 

admission fee and tuition will be paid by the Japanese government. An economy-class air ticket 

from your home country to Japan upon enrollment at GRIPS and an economy-class air ticket 

from Japan to your home country upon completion of your studies at GRIPS will he provided. 

Application procedures 

Applicants should obtain an ao•plication form from the Japanese embassies or recommending 

authorities in the eligible countries (please check the GRIPS website for details about 

the recommending authorities in your country. Applicants must submit the following 

documentation in hard copy: application, recommendation letter from the recommending 

authority, 2 letters of recommendation by your immediate superior at work or supervising 

professor of the university you attended, official transcripts of academic record and graduation! 

degree certificates, official evidence of English. ability, passport copy, essays and certificate of 

health. 

Fc' de:ats, please see 

h ttp://www.grips.ac.jp/en/ed  ucation/in ret programs/leader/ 

r
.
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Alumni 

 

    

One of th.e greatest resources and joys of studying at GRIPS s the diversity of the student 

community.The connections you make at GRIPS are a valuable par: of your degree. The GRIPS 
Alumni Network will ensure they are lifetime bonds by keepig you in :oucl: with fellow alumni 
and the school. 

As a GRIPS craduate, you join an impressive network of over 5,900 alumni, including 535 

graduates from 'YLP, who are actively shaping future policies in more than 100 countries around 

the world. Connectivity and communication sit at the heart of the alumni community. We offer 
a variety of ways to remain engaged with GRIPS and strengthen your ties with fellow alumni 
around the globe. These include alumni reunions, seminars, a searchable alumni directory and 
online networking opportunities utilizing social media such as Facebook and Linkedln. 

Number of YIP Mumni 
r\ustralia Brrr:i,:e Ri...,re RuIcr.rria 1';brr:;id Hi,,:; (I; Rr'üuhl 

Fr;di,, ;' id;; K:i,'c,<F;;',,r; Ky;;;;'' ,,rr;;hHr I dOS 

rAoFays;a Mc...oFio ,'.4y,3r;a: 'Rki;rSr F - InHr.'c :v.I,,.;rI R-H!,;bI:cc.jKcr 

Sirrqapere ',Ic;vokia ri ankO I;rIond roy I :crk ... e Starr 

UzireLisrorr Viat Nc' 

33 

Total 555 
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Alumni Voices 

Young Leaders Program (School of Government) 

Sukant Vatsa (India, 2018) 

Additional Private Secretary to the Hon'ble Minister for Information & Broadcasting and Youth 
Affairs & Sports, Govt. of India 

Young Leaders Program (YLP) at GRIPS is an exoerience which is hard to put Gown n words. The 

excellent academic exposure proviced by vastly exper:enced faculty enriches the repertoire of young 

admir.istrators, The academic rigour is combined wrth numerous opportunities for diverse social 

interactions, both on and off-campus which leaves everlasting bonds of friendship and memories. 

Add to it, the warmth and charm of the beautiful country of Japan, which makes the stay a once in a 

lifetime experience. I recommend every budding civil servant to join YLP.I can promise, you will he 

overwhelmed. Be here to experience it. 

Miskolczi-Bodnár Eva (Hungary, 2019) 

Legal advisor and Justice Attaché, Permanent Representation of Hungary to the EU (Belgium) 

Studying at GRIPS was enriching on both an academic and personal level, as the program not only 

provided in-depth and up-co-date knowledge and interesting discussion on the most pressing 

issues on the world agenda with the pioneers of the fields, but also Fasting friendships with fellow 

students. l he dedication of the proressors  and the staff to education and student welfare was 

'uly unparalleled. The social activities, Pips arid cullu'al events granted also air invaluable charrce 

to experience Japanese Fife arid culture. I hereforo, the orivilege of being a YLP student was 

urdouhtedly the moo unfcrgettable and life-changing experience for me. 

Vanisova Veronika (Czech Republic, 2020) 

Head of Unit of Direct Payments, Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic 

YLP stands for a orre-of-a-kina opportunity that combines a high-quality education with a unique 

chance to exoerience the greatly admired Japanese culture. The exceptionally designed curriculum 

covers a rich variety of subjects and provides for enriching discussions with Japanese governmental 

officials as well as with other fellows from all around  the world. The program also allows to learn 

about the sodio-economnic realities from the perspective of the Indo-Pacific region. Spending one 

year in Japan was a great privilege that empowered me to advance my career and, most importantly, 

it mace me discover new horizons, views, and predous frendahips. 

Young Leaders Program (School of Local Governance) 

Wit Prasompluem (lhailand,2019) 

Local Administration Extension Officer, Professional Level, Department of Local Administration, 
Ministry of Interior 

It was an honor fo me cc study at GRIPS as a YLP student. I: was indeed a memorable experience, 

as I had to va a student life abroad du(ng toe early outbreak of COVID-t9 in Japan. Despite the 

dTficulries and online classes for several months due to the pandemic, the professors and stoffo 

C-RIPS were always supportive and could help me to gain cractical and theoretical knowleoge from 

toe Japanese perspective arrd to bulb international networks as i'nterntied. I feel Iruly proud arid 

privileged to tell others that lam an alumnus of GRIPS under the YLP. 

Briones Alyssa Marie Aspe (Philippines, 2020) 

Local Government Operations Officer IV, Head, Strengthening Peace and Order Councils-Project 
Management Office, Department of the Interior and Local Government 

In the midst of a global pandemic, the Young I cadent Program was the best thing thr happened 

to me. Despite taking classes online, I learned a lot from professors and classmates through 

unique nppnrr1nrcs. The program was well-designed: lessons were relevant in my career in 

Focal governance. Everyone in GRIPS made the journeyworohwb.ile.Through YLP, I me: incredible 

international young leaders, made best fnienos from Czech 'Sepublic, South Korea, Erunel, and 

Indonesia, had a family away from home, and had the best year ever. YLP molded mccc become 

humbler and more service-oriented, in this ever-changing and dynamic world. 
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Getting to GRIPS 
The GRIPS building is located 

in the center of Tokyo, 

conveniently accessible by 

public transport. Both Nogizaka 

Station on the Chiyoda Line and 

Roppongi Station on the Oedo 

and Hibiva Lines are within 10 

minutes walking distance. 
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i Shinbash Daimoni / - Ebrea
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Keikyo-Kaneeta -Ha -o I - 
Shin agawa 

Address and Contact Information 

Narita Airport 

Haneda Airport 

National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies 
7-22-1 Roppongi, Mlnato-kLJ, Tokyo 106-8677 Japan 

Tel: +81 -(0)3-6439-6000 Fax: +8J -(0)3-6439-6010 

htt p:/Jwww,g ri S.a1 cj p 
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Outline of Young Leaders' Program 

1. Objectives 

The Young Leaders Program (YLP) is one of the Japanese Government (MEXT) Scholarship Programs 

commenced in 2001. YLP ainis to contribute to cultivate future national leaders in Asian and other countries, 

moreover, to contribute to establish friendly relationship among various countries and to improve policy 

planning activities by forming a network among national leaders through deepening their understanding of 

Japan. 

2. Eligible Countries and Participants 

Young public administrators, business managers and legal professionals who are expected to play active roles 

as future national leaders in Asian and other countries have an eligibility to apply for the YLP program. (See 

below 3 for Courses, Host Universities and details about eligible participants.) 

3. Courses and Host Universities 

There are five courses in the YLP Program (Government, Local Governance, Business Administration, Law 

and Healthcare Administration). All courses commence in September or October, and offer a one-year master's 

program conducted in English. Students who complete the course are awarded a Master's Degree. The host 

universities of the courses are as follows: 

Courses Host Universities 

Number of 
Accepted 
Students 

Per Year 

Eligible Participants 

(Professional Experlence*) 

School of 

Government 

National Graduate 

Institute for Policy 

Studies (GRIPS) 

20 Those who have at least 3 years of full-time 

work experience (preferably 5 years or more) 

in public administration 

School of Local 

Governance 

National Graduate 

Institute for Policy 

Studies (GRIPS) 

10 Those who have at least 3 years of full-time 

work experience (preferably 5 years or more) 

in public administration 

Business 

Administration 

Hitotsubashi 

University 

15 Entrepreneurs, business managers and public 

officials who have at least 2 years of full-

time work experience 

Law Kyushu University 15 Those who have at least 4 years of work 

experience in a law office or in the legal 

section of a company or government 

department 

Healthcare 

Administration 

Nagoya University 10 Those who have at least 3 years of full time 

working experience in healthcare fields in 

public sector at government department 

* Please find more details about eligibility of applicants from the Application Guidelines of each course. 

4. Recruitment and Selection 
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The recruitment of applicants and nomination of candidates to the Embassy of Japan are conducted by the 

recommending institutions (*)• Subsequently, the selection is conducted in the following process. 

(1) First screening by the host universities (through document screening and interview) 

(2) Second screening by the YLP Committee established by MEXT 

(3) Finalization of selection results by MEXT 

(*) Roles of Recommending Institutions 

Recommending institutions are government bodies and relevant organizations in the eligible countries 

qualified by MEXT to take roles of recruitment and nomination of candidates to the YLP program. MEXT 

also designates courses of which each recommending institution can nominate candidates. The roles of 

recommending institutions in the process of recruitment and nomination are as follows (See GUIDELINES 

FOR JAPANESE GOVERNMENT (MEXT) SCHOLARSHIP FOR 2024: YOUNG LEADERS' 

PROGRAM (YLP) STUDENTS' for more details.): 

Notification about the YLP Program and acceptance of applications 

Selection of candidates to be recommended 

Recommendation of candidates to the Embassy of Japan 

Notification of results to candidates 

5. Scholarship Benefits for YLP Students (2025) 

(1) Allowance: 242,000 JPY per month 

(2) Education Fees: Fees for tuition, matriculation and entrance examination are exempted. 

(3) Traveling Costs: Airline tickets from his/her home country to Japan and vice versa are provided. 

6. Further Information 

For more details about recruitment and curriculum guidelines of each course, please find the latest version of 

the Application Guidelines. Please also see the following websites for details about each course. 

o School of Government and School of Local Governance: 

National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) 

https://www.uri  fls.ac.j p/en/education/iiiterprograrns/leader,' 

o Business Administration 

Hitotsubashi University Business School, School of International Corporate Strategy (Hitotsubashi ICS) 

https://wvw.ics.liub.hit-u.ac.j  p/admissions/rn ba/financinc.htrn I  

OLaw 

Kyushu University, Graduate School of Law 

http://www.law.kyushu-u.ac.jp/programsinenglish/html/programs-adm  issions/academic-programs/ylp-ll- 

ml 

o Healthcare Administration 

Nagoya University, Graduate School of Medicine 

!ittps://www.med.nagoya-u.ac.jp/medical  E/laboratory/basic-tiied/socia!-scjence/vlp/ 
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GUIDELINES FOR JAPANESE GOVERNMENT (MEXT) SCHOLARSHIP FOR 2025 

YOUNG LEADERS' PROGRAM (YLP) STUDENTS 

YEAR-LONG SCHEDULE (PRELIMINARY) 

SCHEDULE 

2024 

July Appltcations for YLP open 

By Etid of September Qualified Institutions recommend candidates to the Embassy of Japan with 

necessary documents. 

2025 

Front January to February The Japanese universities conduct first screening. 

Mardi The YLP Committee in MEXT conducts second screening. 

Aprit MEXT notifies the results through the Embassy to the institutions. 

Aupust_Septentber MEXT provides airline tickets to the grantees through the Ettibassy. 

September-October Studentts arrive in Japan. 

*Notc: This schedule is preliminary. Detailed schedules will be antttounced separately through tile Erttbassy of apan its your country. 

I INFORMATION CONCERNING RECRUITMENT OF STUDENTS 

I Number of Scholarship Recipients 

In YLP there are five courses, and cacti course s'ill accept 10 to 20 students itt total. Available courses vary by country. 

Depending Ott tlte situation of tile Jar,anese Governmcsts budget, the itunsber of students to be accepted antd the ocholarship coiiditions could difi'er from those described 

ti the Application Guidehitier of each course. 

2 Important Points on Eligibility Requirements and Application Procedures 

(I) Applicaatis must have graditated with excellent grades from a uttiversity and be able to study its a Japanese university for one year. 

(21 Applicants must meet all qualifications and requirements stated tin the Applmcatiotn Guidelimnes of each course. The requirements must be observed strictly, atid any 

personal exceptions will itot be allowed 

(3) Tue nunnber of grantees is limited, aind all candidates ivill be evaluated comparatively. Therefore, candidates svino nneet all qualifications still ntight not be selected. (II 

is also possible that none of the cattdidames from your itistitutionm will be selected.) Please take this poitit into considerations vhetm recoitminending candidates 

(4) Sottie studettis itt the past returned to their respective home countries without completing tile program due to mental or physical problenis. lit addition, some studetttn 

requited long.term treatnsent because they had conIc In Japan without completely curing iitfecliosms diseases such as tuberculosis, hepatitis, typhus, malaria, dysetitery, 

attd so on. Wills due coitnideratiotn given to the fact that tlte students will be staying for a long period in a coutmiry with a very difTeretti environment from that in tue 

itoitte country, please make vet) sure of the student's toed cal conditiott (iitcluding past ned ical history), and try to citsure that any student svith an I Ihatess requiring 
treatittent receives such treatntent before coming to Japan. 

(5) Military personnel or military civiliaim entployees at the timtte of their arrival in Japan and/or during the period of tite payment of the scholarship ace not eligible. 

(6) Make sure applicants are not applying fOr anoti icr program for which scholarship paineitts will begin in fiscal year 2025 through Japanene government iticluding JDS. 

3 Notice Method 

Each i nstitutiott cant decide hosv to tioti fy sludeitta about this Scitol arshm p. However, the noliflcatioit should be done in the tisost ei'fective way in order to ensure that 

outstandittg studetsts will apply for mIte Scholarship. 

Appficarion Guidelines niay be obtained Irorn tue Enmbassv of Japan, or can be downloaded hoist the MEXT'n vebsiIer 

httmps htnt 

In additton, applicants should be ittstructcd to seek infornsatioms about the universities offerittg YLP courses through websites of each university. (Please see the Application 

Guidelines of each course i'or the relevant URLs. I 

4 Acceptance of Application Forms 

Please niake sure that applicatits observe the application deadlitte strictly and subntit all the iteeessary docuntetits (intcludiitg required copies of docuntents). Tine 

recoitsnsendtttg institunioin must verily if all application fonnsn are completed correctly and not lackitng any necessary docunteinis. Please accept the application forms only 

wltett tiecessary corrections are nade by tine applicaints. Ott acceptance, please ntake sume particularly followitig psitmts. 

(1) The language and translations 

Docuitieitis tntust be filled out or written us English. Attach ait Etigl isIs translation if they ate svriitett in another language 

(2) Documents to be submitted 

(a) Application form 

(i) Tine prescribed forms of this year itlust be used for application. Please fill out the forms clearly (especially the applicant's itante) and put an application fonns and all otlter 

necessary documenln of each applicant together ittto one envelope 

(u) In mIte column of 'Educatiottal Backgrouttd', please write the tannen of the schools or ittstitutiotts that mIte applicant attended itt the spaces of 'Elementary Education', 

'Secondaty Education' and 'Higher Education' which correspond to tIme Japanese education systenn of'Elententary Education - Elementary School', 'Secondary Education 

- Lower/Upper Secondary School' and 'Higher Education - Undergraduate/Graduate scitool'. 

Nole Please write the exact nuntibcr of yearn that mine appl icammt was entrolled iii each institution. tf an applicant skipped a year ut any scimool or institution, II must be 

mtientioned. 
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(b) Certified grade transcripts for each academic year 

Transcripts of tire certified grades earned by the applicant iii all the subjects studied for each acaderrirc year at the students undergraduate arid or graduate schools are 

necessary IA degree certificate or a graduation certificate snriplv showing the ranking of the applicant at graduation will not substitute for academic tt'anscriptu. The transcripts 

must show tire grade scale applied.). If the transcript is rot duplicable, a certified true cops- of the original transcript sirould be submitted. Es-en year there are marry 

iricorriplete applrcatrorrs tirat tire original transcripts are sot atiacired or tire submitted copres are riot verified Please read the Application Guidelines carefully. 

(c) Recommendation letters 

Please make sure to suite recoirirnendalion letter-s ti-orrr your institutiorr fhr tire applicant. Tirere ar-c rrrans- cases tirat sucir letter-s are not atiacired. in a letter, Ifrere sirould be 

included detailed descriptiorr of Else applicant's personality sucir as acaderiiic ability, motivation for siudyirrg itt Japan aird Japanese language, experience of study abroad. 

For 'Recommerrdatiori Letter from the applicant's direct superior at work and Recommendation Letter from tire applicarrt'u superior at work or supenisirig prothssor at 

the university', only those vsrr tten on the prescrrbed forrrrs ivil I lie accepted. Please make sure tirat appi icarus suhrii ii all of tsvo letters. 

(d) Certificate of health 

Applicants must use the prescnbed form and has-c tire doctor till out all itenis in tire form Recommending irrsnrtutrorrs must choose medical iostrtutiorso for the physical 

exarninaliori. 

in lire past- sortie students were affected svilh illness sucir as tuberculosis and menial disorder after arriving itt Japan es-en though they have not stated iraving any illness at 

the inten-iew conducted by reconimerrdirrg rnsimtutrotrs Please take tins fact irrto account vs-heir yost iriteniew arid examirre applicants. Please mention itt tire recorrirrierrdaiioii 

letter ss'hen tirere are applicants with disabilities vs-ho need special care to studs' in Japan, if there is a cirairge itt sour health condition (including any serious changes relating 

to your life plan) slier you have submitted your ireaiih certificate, please promptly share ibis rrrfornsarion with the Embassy of Japarr located irs the applicant's country of 

nationality snrce it corrcerns the acceptance systent of tire accepting universit'i' and Japanese medical irrstitutiorns. 

(e) Graduation certificate (English translation must be attached) 

A graduation certificate trom graduate and:or undergraduate schools must be submitted. Even' year there are marty irsconrpletc applications that the origirral transcripts are 

riot attached or tire submitted copies are not verified. Please read the Application Guidelines carefully. 

(f) An essay of 3 pages explaining reason for application and future plans 

An essay within 3 pages must be submitted, in tire essay tire reason for application and applicant's future plans atier tire coriipletion of YLP nruot be explained concisely and 

concretely 

(g) Certificate of English proficiency 

Every year there are many cases that certificates are not aubrnitied. i'lease iriake sure tirat applicants subtmr tireni. 

(3) Serial numbering on the documents 

Tire Application Guidelines require applicants to write the serial rrumher in the upper right-frand corner of the documents. in case tire serial numbers are not indicated by 

appi icarrts. the recommending instilutron should indicate tire stinibers Ott tue documents accordingly. 

(4) Incomplete application documents 

Applicariorr documents nor completed fully and correctly or lacking necessar-v docuirienrs vs-ill not lie accepted ifappi icanns cannot get any of necessary' docurrrerrts because 

of the circumstances ri their honie countries, such documents coutid be substituted by Site orres certified to be trite try the issuing authority, the government itt their home 

countries or the Embassy of Japan. 

5 Applicants Staying in Japan 

Reconsnierrdtrig instrtsutroris cart decide whether they pernstt exceptionally Site applrcatiorr of people already staytirg in Japan, but applicants hvntg itt tireir ionic courntries 

have priority os-er tirose people. Hoss-ever, those ss-itii have beetr currently enrolled ma Japanese university svith a status of residence of"Student" arid tirose svho are enrolled 

or scireditied to be errr'olied as a privately fittartced intonational student dutritrg the period front tire begiririirrg of applicationt 10 the beginning of the scitoiarsirip pavmettt are 

not eligible, 

II SELECTION OUTLINE 

The candidates to be reconamendedmo MEXT throughthe Embassy ofJapan and ttte Mtnistry of Foreign Affairs ofJapan otrotuid be selected in accordance witirthe following 

rriethod 

1 Method of Selection 

Each recommending instituimomi can use the selectioms method at their discretion, bitt is asked to examiine accui'ateiy each applicants Englmsh ability, persorralits-. reasorrs for 

applytmrg. dc. in full consideratron with the objectives arrd ciraracteristies of each course 

2 Criteria for Selection 

Candidates mtnst mcci lire following criteria along witin the required quatificatiorns: 

I) Carnutidares rritust inave cxceilerrt grades and have tire ability to stttdv rfie nrnaj or they wish to pursue, 

(2) Candidates must be pinysicaiiy arid mentally ineaiihv (Special attention sinould be paid to those svrth pre-existirig conditions such as nnerrtal disorden'o, malaria, 

ttnbercuiosro, diabetes, hepatitis. etc., as they often develop suncir conditions after coming to Japan I: 

I 3) Canndtutates inmost have a verifiable identity: 

(4) Canndmdates roust be able to easily adapt to art ursfsriiil iar enyirostrrenin and a different culture: 

15) Candidates must irave a rich international cultural under'starndirng. 



(6) Candidates oust not have Japanese nationality or dual nationality between hisiher country and Japan; 

(7) Caisdidates must not be a military personnel or military civilian employees; 

(8) Candidates must not be currently enrotled in a Japanese university with a visa status of Student'' or enrolled or scheduled to be enrolled as a privately firtanced 

international student during the period from the beginning of application to the beginning of rise scholarship payment; 

Please do riot reconirnend applicants who obviously have difficult's in continuing their studies for the required period of time after coming to Japan (i.e., those who have to 

do military service, etc.). 

III RECOMMENDATION OUTLINE 

Tire nomination of candidates should be made by ttre recorrirnendiog institution svitlr their comnpteted application documents by the date designated by the Embassy of Japan. 

it is the responsibility of the reconmmendirmg institution to ensure that ati necessary documents are provided by tire deadline. 

in case sonic of' the necessary documents are tacking arid riced to be submitted later, please ritake sure to conf'rrin the deadline with the Enrbassy of Japan. If tire docuinrent 

is riot submitted by tire deadline, or cartrror be expected is be ready, the application will be considered as "unsccepied" (impossible to recommend). 

IV SELECTION AND ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESULT 

I First Screening 

Tire candidates who are recointriended by each recotninending irisiiturioii are selected by lire universities offering YLP courses iii the First Screening. The setection vilt be 

based on the submitted documents arid a face-to-face or ieiephone/ online Interview. Tine universities sviii reconimernmt candidates to the YLP committee established in 

MEXT, based on the results of the First Screening. 

2 Second Screening 

The YLP committee conducts the Second Screening for tire candidates recommended by the universities. 

3 Announcement of Result 

After the Second Screening process, the final selection results will be notified to cacti recommending institulion through the Embassy of Japan. The recommending 

institutions notify the results 10 their candidates, arid confirm sviiim rise successful candidates about their intention to enroll tire accepting university by submitting a designated 

form of Pledge to the Embassy of Japaim. 

4 No objection is permitted 

The recommending institution must explain to this successful candidates that any objection regarding tire decision of tire host university orcourse of study will not be accepted 

wines notifying the results. 

5 In Case of Withdrawal 

ifs candidate expresses withdrawal from this program, tire recommending institution asks him/her to contact the Embassy of Japan with the letter containing the reason for 

withdrawal and his/her signature. The withdrawal will be notified to the accepting university via the Embassy of Japan, tire Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and MEXT. 

6 Waiting List 

V/hen the number of suecessfut candidates is less than the prescribed number because of withdrawals etc., there is a ponsibihty that candidates on tine Waiting List will 

additionally pass the Selection. The candidates to be put ott the Waiting List will be chosen by the YLP conimittee during the Second Screerninmg, and the YLP committee viih 

nor choose any niore candidates after the Second Screening. 

The accepting university wilt contact the successful casdidates t'roni the Waiting List to conmfrni their intemnnions to enroll the university. Once confirmed, the official result 

viit be notified is the recoininnending institution via the Embassy of Japan. 
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V PROCEDURES AFTER SELECTION 

In order to prevent various problems afterarriving in Japan caused by grantees'insuffrcicnl knowledge or misunderstanding of procedures, the following points, in particular, 

should be fully infonned to all selected students.. If there are any questions about procedures after selection, please inquire of the Embassy of Japan, 

I Visa Issuance 

A 'Student' visa will be issued by the Embassy of Japan in each grantee's countrY to the grantee upon his'her application for visa issuance. 

2 Airline Ticket 

I) MEXT stipulates tIre travel schedule and route, and provides the granlee via tIre Embassy of Japan an economy_cf ass airline ticket for tIre ft gIrt from the international 

airport closest to grantee's residence (in principle, the country of nationality) to Narila International Airport or any other international airport used on Ihe normal route 

10 the accepting university. In principle, the address in the country of the grantee's nationalily staled in Ihe application form shall be recognized as his/her "residence." 

However, if the address slated in the form is decided to be changed at the time of departure from lus'her country, the new address within his/her home countrr will be 

regarded as his/her "residence". 

(2) The provided airline ticket has a fixed date and Slight number. Visiting relatives or frieisds. staying for sightseeing, research or short visit. etc. on the way to Japan are 

not permitted. 

(3) The departure date and flight are fixed due to lintel arrangemesls at a stopover location. Slight transfer circumstances, arrival procedures. and residency arrangemenls. 

Therefore, change of the ticket date by the grantee is not permitted. 

(4) The provided airline ticket cannot be transferred 10 another person. nor can ii be exchanged for money. Furthermore, the grantee shall bear at his/her own expense all 

costs related to domestic travel from the grantee's residence to the nearest international airport, airport laxes. airport usage fees, special taxes necessary for travel, travel 

expenses within Japan (including airline transit costs), travel insurance expenses, carry-on luggage or unaccompanied baggage expenses, etc 

(5) The airline ticket will only be provided for the grantee. Family members or others who may accompany the grantee to Japan will not receive an\' travel or Olher funds. 

3 Date of Arrival in Japan 

1) The arrival period will be designaled by the accepting university within two weeks before and after the starting date of the course. 

(2) Ifthe grantee intends to arrive in Japan before the arrival period designated by the university, the scholarship fsr that month will not be paid. In addition, ifthe student 

in enrolled after the second day of the monlh, the student should be informed Ilial the scholarship will nol be paid for thai month. 

(3) The airline ticket will not be provided to any granlees who intend to come to Japan before.after time date designated by MEXT without permission, and ihere will be no 

refund after arrival, The grantee will be treated ass student of tins program only after the ari'ival date designated by MEXT. Therefore, if a grantee intends Is conic to 

Japan before the designated dale, he/she must bear the responsibility f'or travel arrangements, entrance procedures and living arrangemenis after arrival. 

(4) in principle, ihe change of grantee's amrival date and flight will not be perniitted. However, if any change is required due to unavoidable reasons for him/her, please 

contacl MEXT through the Embassy ofJapan In such a ease, the granlee mual xvait for the contact from MEXT after all the procedures including residence arrangements, 

dc.. are rescheduled. In Japan, alt courses will begin right after tile arrival date. In ease of arrival delay, Iliere isa possibility that tire acceptance to thus prograni will be 

revoked. 

(5) If the travel agency demands payment for the difference of flight fee due to any depat'lure or flight changes and if the grantee pays at the moment of departure, no 

refund wilt be given after arrival. Therefore, when any changes oecsr. please contact the Embassy of Japan to Void out the necensamy procedures before departure. 

4 Withdrawal or Revocation of Acceptance 

I) If a grantee cannot arrive in Japan witimin the designaled arrival period, it wilt be a gr'eal hindrance to mire grantee's educaiion at the university as well as the reseai'chi 

program. In this case, the acceptance to this program nnighl be revoked. 

(2) Ifa grantee svilhdraws from the program after receivIng the airline ticket, MEXT will coIled it thm'orrglr the lras'el agency. 

(3) If a recommending instilution has many granted lhat withdraw from this prograni or return to Iheir honie coulltry duels personal reasons in the middle of Ihe program. 

the institution's participation as a recommending inslitulion may be reconsidei'ed. Therefoi'e, when recommending candidates, please make sure to guide Ihem not to 

wiltidraw from the program excepl m unavoidable circumstances 

5 Students Accompanied by Family Members 

(I) Ifs grantee wishes to be accompanied by his/her family members, she recommending institution oust ask the grantee to inform ii to lime accepting university before 

departure. If the family members wish to accompany the gm'amrmee, they must be imifon'med that thei'e will be no increase of the scholarship and no traveling fee for the 

family mennbers. 

(2) Immigrallon procedures for ihe family members will be completely different from those for the grantee. Therefore, please make sure 10 ask the Embassy of Japan about 

necessary procedure to obtain the visa for lEt family members before departure. 

6 Guidance before Departure Date 

When the Embassy of Japan xviii hold an Orienlation session before departure, the recommending institution must inform the grantees to participate in the orierrtatiolr. 

7 Unavoidable Circumstances 

In the event of unavoidable or unforeseen circulnstancen, Japairese Government resers'es tire right to change or cancel the arrival date, scholarship, and conments of lire 

application guidelines here within, at any time before or after notification of the results of she final selection. 

Unavoidable Circumstances are defined as events whose effects could not reaaonably be presented or controlled by MEXT or Ministry of Foreign Affairs (including 

Embasares and Consulates General of Japarr) inehstding but not lirruned Is sets of God. acts of government (including local government, hereafter referred to as governnrent), 

ads of government authorities (includIng limitations on travel on' immigration enacted by the Japanese government or oIlier foreign countries' government due 10 the ex'eril 

of infectious diseaae), comphmasce with law. r'egulatlomls or orders, fire, flooding arid iorm'esnial rain, earthqrmahmes, acts of war (regardless of a declaration of svar), revolt, 

revoluhion or rebellion, slrike, or lockout. 
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APPLICATION GUIDELINES 
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT (MEXT) SCHOLARSHIP FOR 2025 

YOUNG LEADERS' PROGRAM (YLP) STUDENT (SCHOOL OF LOCAL GOVERNANCE) 

I OUTLINE 
1. Objectives 

The Young Leaders Program (YLP) aims to contribute to cultivate future national leaders in Asian and other 
countries, moreover, to contribute to establish friendly relationship among various countries and to improve policy 
planning activities by forming a network among national leaders through deepening their understanding of Japan. 
The YLP is one of the Japanese Government (MEXT*)  Scholarship Programs. 
tMEXT: Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology 

2. Eligible Countries and Participants 
Participants are selected from the countries listed below. They should be young public administrators and 
government officials who are expected to play active roles in the future as national leaders in their home countries. 

Eligible Countries: 
China, Repbulic of Korea, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Viet Nam, Laos, Cambodia, Mongolia, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, India, Pakistan, Republic of Turkiye, Hungary, Czech Republic, Poland, Romania (19 
Countries) 

3. Host University 
National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) 

4. Number of Students 
Approximately 10 students 

5. Recruitment and Selection 
(1) Method of Recruitment 

Recruitment will be conducted through the recommending authorities of each eligible country. Please ask the 
Japanese Embassy for further information. 

(2) Screening Procedure 
ID First screening by the recommending authorities 
© Second screening by GRIPS 
® Final screening by the YLP committee organized by MEXT 

6. Curriculum (Please refer to "Curriculum Guidelines".) 
(I) Basic Concepts 

The curriculum is designed to train and cultivate young leaders in their respective fields of government, who are 
seeking to take advantage of Japan's experiences of interaction with both Western and Asian countries and also 
to establish a human network through various activities, such as special lectures, colloquium, independent study, 
workshop, etc. 

(2) Course Duration and Degree 
Course duration is one year, resulting in the conferral of a Master's Degree in Public Policy by GRIPS. 

(3) Language 
All lectures are conducted in English. 

7. Commencement of the Program 
October 2025 

II INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS 
MEXT will offer scholarships to foreign students who wish to study at GRIPS as YLP students in local governance 
for the academic year 2025 under the MEXT Scholarship Program. The conditions are as follows: 
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1. Field of Study 
Local Governance 

2. Qualifications 
(1) Nationality:  

Applicants must be nationals of countries eligible for the YLP (School of Local Governance). An applicant who 
has Japanese nationality at the time of application is not eligible. However, persons with dual nationality who 
hold Japanese nationality and whose place of residence at the time of application is outside of Japan are eligible 
to apply as long as they choose the nationality of the other country and renounce their Japanese nationality by 
the date of their arrival in Japan (the acquisition of student status). 

(2) Age:  
Applicants must be, in principle, under 40 years of age as of October I, 2025(i.e. born on or after October 2, 
1985). 

(3) Academic Background:  
Applicants must hold a Bachelor's degree or equivalent from a recognized/accredited university or college, and 
have achieved excellent academic performance. 

(4) Work Experience:  
At least 3 years of full-time work experience in total as of October 1, 2025 in public administration (preferably 
5 years or more). 

(5) Enujish Ability:  
One of the following test scores is required: 

TOEFL1BT 
© JELTS Academic 
© Other equivalent test 

Admission priority will be given to applicants who have a TOEFL iBT score of 79 or higher, or an IELTS 
Academic score of 6.0 or higher, or other equivalent test scores. 

(6) Health:  
Applicants must be judged that you are medically adequate to pursue study in Japan by an examining physician 
on a prescribed certificate of health. 

(7) Arrival in Japan:  
In principle, applicants must be able to arrive in Japan during the period specified by GRIPS, within two weeks 
before and after the first day of the course conducted by GRIPS. If the applicant cannot arrive in Japan during 
the specified period for personal reasons, travel expenses to Japan will not be paid. 

(8) Visa Requirement:  
Applicants shall, in principle, newly obtain a "Student" visa at the Japanese Embassy located in the applicant's 
country of nationality and enter Japan with the status of residence as "Student." If the applicant resides in Japan 
exceptionally before acceptance, the applicant must change or renew his/her status of residence to as "Student" 
by the end of the nionth prior to the installment of the first scholarship payment. 
Even if the applicant originally held a status of residence such as "Permanent Resident" or "Long-term 
Resident", he/she should be aware that the original status might not be necessarily regranted after the expiration 
of the status as a MEXT Scholarship student. 

(9) Return to home country and resumption of work after the scholarship period:  
Tn accordance with the objectives of the YLP, after the scholarship period, applicants are expected to make efforts 
to build friendly relationships among various countries, including Japan, by creating human and intellectual 
networks among leaders in countries across the world. To this end, applicants should, in principle, return to their 
home countries by the end of the final month of the scholarship period and resume their work at the 
recommending authorities or the organization designated by the recommending authorities among others. 

(I 0)Non-Eligibility:  
Applicants who meet any of the following conditions are not eligible. If identified after acceptance of the 
scholarship grantees, the applicants will be required to withdraw from the scholarship: 
D Those who are military personnel or military civilian employees at the time of their arrival in Japan or during 

the period of the payment of the scholarship; 
© Those who cannot arrive in Japan by the last date of the period designated by GRIPS; 
© Those who are already enrolled in a Japanese university or other institution with a residence status of 

"Student" or who are going to be enrolled, or plan to enroll, in a Japanese university or other institution as a 
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privately-financed international student from the time of application to the MEXT scholarship program in 
the applicant's country until the commencement of the period for payment of the MEXT scholarship. 
However, this stipulation does not apply to privately-financed international students who, even though they 
are enrolled, or are planning to enroll, in a Japanese university, verifiably complete their studies before the 
start of the scholarship payment period, return to their home country at the time of the scholarship application, 
and newly acquire the "Student" residence status and come to Japan; 

® Those who are currently also applying to another program under the Japanese Government Scholarship 
system. This includes the programs for which scholarship payments will begin in FY2024, although their 

final selection results have not been decided yet, and the programs for which scholarship payments will 
begin iii FY2025; 

Those who are planning to receive other scholarships or fellowships from Japanese government, a Japanese 

government-related organization and others after the start of the scholarship payment period; 
© Holders of dual nationality at the time of application who cannot verify that they will give up Japanese 

nationality by the time of the arrival in Japan(the acquisition of student status); 
© Those who change their residence status to that of other than "Student" after their arrival in Japan; 
© Those who plan to, from the time of application for the MEXT scholarship program, engage in long-term 

research (such as fieldwork or internship) outside Japan or plan to take a long-term leave of absence from 

the host university;or 
© Those who will lose their status as public administrators or government officials following the time of 

application or before completion of the program. 

3. Period of Scholarship 
One year, from October 2025 to September 2026 

4. Scholarship Benefits 
(I) Allowance:  

242,000 yen per month. Due to the situation of the Japanese Government's budget, the amount of payment may 
be subject to change each fiscal year. The scholarship will not be paid to a grantee who is long absent from GRIPS. 

(2) Travelin2 Costs:  
D Transportation to Japan: In principle, MEXT stipulates the travel schedule and route, and provides an 

economy-class airline ticket from the international airport nearest to his/her home address (in principle, the 
country of nationality) to Narita or Haneda International Airport. The grantee shall bear at his/her own 
expense all costs related to domestic travel from his/her home address to the nearest international airport, 
airport taxes, airport usage fees, special taxes necessary for travel, travel expenses within Japan (including 
airline transit costs), travel insurance expenses, carry-on luggage, or unaccompanied baggage expenses, etc. 
The grantee shall also bear at his/her own expense for travel and lodging costs incurred in a third country 
in case there are no direct flights from the grantee's country of nationality to Narita or Haneda International 
Airport. In such cases, MEXT will provide an economy-class airline ticket from the grantee's country of 
nationality to the said third country, and from the third country to an international airport in Japan used on 
the normal route to the host university. The present address in the country of the grantee's nationality stated 
in the application form is in principle regarded as the recipient's "home address". If, however, the address 
stated in the application form will be changed at the time of leaving from his/her country, the changed 
address (limited to within the country of nationality) will be regarded as the "home address". For cases of 
travel to Japan from a country other than the grantee's country of residence due to the grantee's personal 
circumstances, MEXT will not provide an airline ticket. If a grantee will arrive in Japan before or after the 
specified period stated in "2. (7) Arrival in Japan", travel expenses will not be paid.. 

© Transportation from Japan: In principle, based on the application by the grantee, MEXT will provide an 
airline ticket to grantees who shall graduate GRIPS and return to the home country by the end of the final 
month of the period of scholarship (See "3. Period of Scholarship") designated by MEXT. MEXT, in 
principle, shall provide an economy-class airline ticket from Narita or 1-laneda International Airport to the 
international airport (in principle, in the country of nationality) nearest to the returning grantee's residence. 
The grantee shall bear at his/her own expense all costs related to travel from the grantee's residence in Japan 
to Narita or Haneda international airport, airport taxes, airport usage fees, special taxes necessary for travel, 
travel expenses within the country of nationality (including airline transit costs), travel insurance expenses, 
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carry-on luggage, or unaccompanied baggage expenses, etc. 
(3) Education Fees:  

Fees for entrance examination, matriculation and tuition will be paid by MEXT. 
(4) Accommodations:  

In principle, grantees may reside at residence halls provided by GRIPS, which plans to arrange TIEC (Tokyo 
International Exchange Center Residence Hall). Kindly be noted that, due to TIEC policy, it is limited to (a) 
spouse, or (b) spouse and child/children, who are allowed to live with grantees. 

5. Suspension of Payment of Scholarship 
Payment of the scholarship will be stopped for the reasons given below. Should any of the following reasons apply, 
the grantees may be ordered to return a part of, or all of, the scholarship paid up to that time. Payment of the 
scholarship may also be stopped during the period up to the decision on the disposition of the matter. 

D A grantee is determined to have made a false statement on his/her application; 
© A grantee violates any article of his/her pledge made to the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science 

and Technology: 
© A grantee violates any Japanese laws and is sentenced and imprisoned for an indefinite period or for a period 

of exceeding 1 year; 

D A grantee is suspended from his/her university or receives other punishment, or is removed from enrollment; 
as a disciplinary action in accordance with school regulations of the accepting institution; 

© It has been determined that it will be impossible for a grantee to complete the course within the standard 
time period because of poor academic grades or suspension or absence from the university; 

© A grantee came to Japan without newly acquiring the "Student" residence status, or his/her residence status 
changed to one other than "Student"; 

© A grantee has received another scholarship (a scholarship or fellowship from Japanese government, a 
Japanese government-related organization and others) not approved for acceptance in conjunction with the 
MEXT Scholarship; 

© If a grantee's government and/or other state institutions request such cancellation. 

6. Selection 
(I)	 Based on the recommendation of authorities, GRIPS will select initial candidates from among applicants by means 

of a review of the submitted documents, and an interview. Depending on the evaluation of the submitted 
documents, you may not proceed to an interview. If it is not possible to hold an interview in the applicant's home 
country, an interview will be conducted by either of the following; in a face-to-face manner in the applicant's 
home country, by telephone, or through the internet. 

(2) Those who have been selected initially by GRIPS will be put forward to the YLP committee established by MEXT 
for the final selection. 

(3) The final result will be notified to applicants through the Japanese Embassy/the recommending authorities. 

7. Education at GRIPS 
All lectures and practical training are conducted in English. 

8. Application Documents Required 
Applicants may only apply to GRIPS once in an academic year. 

Note: application for more than one GRIPS program is not permitted. 
D Application form for the School of Local Governance Course (I original, use the designated form) 

Please paste the photograph or insert the digital image (e.g., JPEG) onto the Application form. 

© Recommendation letter from the recommending authority (I original) 

© Two (2 letters of recommendation (I original for each letter, use the desi'nated form')  
Your letters of recommendation must be written by faculty members or job supervisors who are familiar with your 
academic and/or professional abilities. At least one and preferably two should be written by your immediate 
superiors at work. 

You are required to obtain the letters from your recommenders using the designated form and submit them. Each 
of your letters must contain four A4 pages provided. Letters submitted that do not use our designated forms will 
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not be accepted. They must be submitted in sealed, unopened envelopes signed across the flap by the recommender. 

Official transcripts of academic record and graduation/degree certificates (1 original for each document) 
You are advised to show the instructions below to registrars at each of the universities that you attended when you 
request issuance of transcripts/certificates in accordance with our requirements.  

You must submit official transcripts of academic record and graduation/degree certificates from all undergraduate 
and graduate institutions that you attendedlgraduated from. These must be documents issued by the university and 
bearing the seal or signature of the registrar, and they must be submitted in sealed, unopened envelopes with the 
university logo and address noted; the envelopes must be signed or stamped across the flap by the issuing school 
authorities. 

Official transcripts of academic record 
Official transcripts should contain the following information: 

- Name of the degree program/course 
- Enrollment period 
- Names of all courses taken and grades received 
- Grading scale including the maximum grade point/score 
If you are currently attending a university, please submit your most recent transcript. 

© Official graduation/degree certificates 
Official certificates should state the name of your degree and the date the degree was awarded. Provisional or 
temporary graduation/degree certificates are not acceptable. DO NOT send your original diploma, as documents 
will not be returned. 
If you are currently attending a university, you must submit an authorized statement certifying the specific date of 
graduation and the title of the expected degree. 

Important notes  
Photocopies of transcripts/certificates that have been verified by a notary public are not acceptable. 

> If a university has a policy not to issue more than one official transcript/certificate, you may submit official  
photocopies verified by the university. To be official, these must bear the institution's official stamp or the 
signature of the registrar. They must be submitted in sealed, unopened envelopes with the university logo 
and address noted; the envelopes must be signed or stamped across the flap by the issuing school authorities. 

> If a university cannot issue an official English version of your transcript/certificate, you are required to 
submit both: 

- The official transcript/certificate (photocopies are not acceptable), written in its original language and 
bearing the institution's stamp or the signature of the registrar, and 
An official verbatim English translation of the document, prepared by an accredited translator. 

© Official evidence of English ability (1 original) 
One of the following test scores is required: 

I. TOEFL iBT 
2. IELTS Academic 
3. Other equivalent test 

Admission priority will be given to applicants who have a TOEFL IBT score of 79 or higher, or an IELTS 
Academic score of 6.0 or higher, or other equivalent test scores. 

Please note that English test scores are valid for two years from the test date, and therefore, tests must have been  
taken within two years of the time of enrollment at GRIPS. If you submit the results of a different test of English 
proficiency, please submit a conversion of the score to TOEFL or IELTS. 

How to apply for a waiver of the English language proficiency requirement  
(There are two categories ill our English test exemption policy.) 
Category I: Applicants who have completed or expect to complete an undergraduate or a graduate degree at an 

accredited institution located in the USA, the UK, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, or Ireland will be 
automatically exempted from submitting an English test score. 
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Category 2: Applicants who have completed or expect to complete an undergraduate or a graduate degree at an 
institution where the language of instruction is English may request a waiver of the English language 
proficiency requirement. If you wish to apply for such a waiver, you must submit official documents 
issued by the educational institution you attended, certif'ing that your undergraduate or graduate 
education was conducted entirely in English. If the official transcript of your academic record or 
graduation/degree certificate includes that information, you need not submit a separate document. 
This document must bear the seal or signature of the registrar, and it must be submitted in a sealed, 
unopened envelope with the university logo and address noted; the envelope must be signed or 
stamped across the flap by the issuing school authority. You are advised to show these instructions to  
the reejstrar at the university that you attended when you request issuance of the document in  
accordance with our requirements. 

© Copy of your passport (I photocopy) 
You must submit a copy of the page(s) with your name, nationality, date of birth and photo. If you do not possess a 
passport, please submit a copy of your family register or certificate of citizenship. 

® essay explaining applicant's aspirations and future plans following program completion (I original) 
You must submit 3-page essay describing your reason/motivation for applying; future plans and expectations from 
the program as well as future career goals. 

© Answer to the essay questions (I original) 

Certificate of health (1 original, use the designated form) 
A certificate of health must be issued by the medical institution designated by the Japanese Embassy; all items must 
be completed, and all comments must be written in English in block letters. If there is a change in your health 
condition (including any serious changes relating to your life plan) after you have submitted your health certificate, 
please promptly share this information with the Japanese Embassy since it concerns the acceptance system of 
GRIPS and the Japanese medical institution. 

Notes for application documents  
(I)	 Please note that if you provide any false or misleading statement or incomplete or inaccurate information in your 

application, your application may not be screened, you may be denied admission or, if you have been admitted, 
you may be dismissed from GRIPS. 

(2) A complete set ofyour required application documents must reach your recommending authority by the designated 
deadline. Incomplete applications and applications received after the deadline will not be considered. 

(3) All materials submitted by an applicant become the property of GRIPS and will not be returned. Please make sure 
to keep one copy of your application for your records. 

(4) All documents must be in English. If the document is prepared in other languages, an English translation by an 
accredited translator should be provided. 

(5) Application documents to be prepared solely by the applicant, should be typed on computer wherever possible 
(A4 size paper and single-sided printing are preferable). If circumstances require, documents legibly handwritten 
with a ballpoint pen are acceptable. 

(6) If your name as written in your application is different from that on the document(s) you submit, and if there is 
some reason (e.g. marriage) for the difference, please submit official documentation of that reason (e.g. marriage 
certificate). 

(7) Digital copies sent by e-mail will not be accepted. 
(8) Number the documents from D to (the items numbered in the list) in the upper right corner of each document. 

9. Unavoidable Circumstances 
In the event of unavoidable or unforeseen circumstances, Japanese Government reserves the right to change or 
cancel the arrival date, scholarship, and contents of the application guidelines herein provided, at any time before 
or after notification of the results of the final selection. 
Unavoidable Circumstances are defined as events whose effects could not reasonably be prevented or controlled by 
MEXT or Ministry of Foreign Affairs (including Embassies and Consulate generals of Japan) including but not 
limited to acts of God, acts ofgoveniment (including local government, hereafter referred to as government), acts 
of government authorities (including limitations on travel or immigration enacted by the Japanese government or 
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other foreign countries' government due to the event of infectious disease), compliance with law, regulations or 

orders, fire, flooding and torrential rain, earthquakes, acts of war (regardless of a declaration of war), revolt, 

revolution or rebellion, strike, or lockout. 

10. Notes 

(I) The grantees should learn, before departing for Japan, the Japanese language and acquire information about 

Japanese weather, climate, customs, university education, and conditions of the university to attend in Japan, as 

well as about the difference between the Japanese legal system and that of his/her home country. 

(2) As the first installment of the scholarship payment will be made from one month to one and a half months after 

the grantee's arrival in Japan, the grantee is recommended to bring at least approximately US$2,000 with him/her 

to Japan to cover immediate living expenses and other necessary expenses. 

(3) The scholarship payments will be transferred to the bank account of Japan Post Bank (JP Bank) opened by each 

grantee after the arrival in Japan. MEXT will not transfer the scholarship payments to other account. 

(4) Grantees who have tested positive for infectious diseases including tuberculosis following a medical exam must 

be treated before arrival in Japan. Grantee's arrival in Japan will not be approved if he/she is not fully recovered 

by the time of arrival. 

(5) Grantees must enroll in National Health Insurance (Kokumin Kenko Hoken) at his/her own expense upon arrival 

in Japan. 

(6) It is suggested that grantees acquire a "Individual Number Card (My Number Card)" upon arrival in Japan. 

(7) Information regarding the MEXT Scholarship recipient (name, gender, date of birth, nationality, accepting 

university/graduate school/undergraduate school, field of specialty, period of enrolment, career path after 

completion of scholarship, contact information [address, telephone number, e-mail address]) may be shared with 

other relevant government organizations for the purpose of utilization for overseas students programs implemented 

by the Japanese Government (support during period of study in Japan, follow-up survey, improvement of the 

overseas student system). 

Information regarding MEXT Scholarship Students (excluding date of birth and contact information) may be 

included in publicity materials prepared by the Japanese Government for promoting the acceptance of overseas 

students in Japan, particularly in order to introduce former MEXT Scholarship Students who are playing active 

roles in countries around the world. 

These terms and conditions are included in the Pledge stipulating rules and regulations which MEXT Scholarship 

recipients must comply with and submit when they have been granted the Scholarship. Those who consent to this 

treatment will be admitted as MEXT Scholarship Student. 

(8) In principle, receiving another scholarship from an organization (including a government organization of the home 

country) other than the Japanese government (MEXT or other Japanese government organization) is permitted. 

However, applicants should consult with the Japanese Embassy in the home country in advance, since some 

scholarships may not be combined. 

(9) If an applicant is judged not to meet the conditions for landing in Japan, he/she may be rejected. 

(10) All personal information that we receive from applicants will be used for the purposes of admissions screening, 

collecting statistical information, student registration, and educational affairs. 

(I I) The English texts attached to the Application Guidelines and the Application Fonii are for complementary use 

only. English expressions do not change the Japanese content. 

(12)If there are any questions about the content of the written text in this Application Guideline or any other matters, 

applicants/grantees should inquire the Japanese Embassy in the applicant's country and follow their instructions. 

(13)In addition to the regulations stipulated in this Application Guideline, those that are necessary to implement the 

Japanese Government Scholarship programs shall be determined by the Japanese Government. 
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Young Leaders' Program (School of Local Governance) 
Curriculum Guidelines 

Basic Concepts 
I. Each subject will deal with theories based not only on the experiences of the so-called modern Western World, 

but also on those concerned with the historical experiences of Japan and other non-Western countries. 'While 
analyzing commonalities in the modernization process along with its various possibilities, the courses seek to 
find the most desirable method for each country's modernization. (Comparative Approach) 

2. Through modernization, our thoughts and ideas undergo deep transformations. However, the curriculum will not 
be concerned with modern ideas alone, but will also incorporate basic premises from the classical civilizations 
and ideas of the great thinkers. (Emphasis on liberal arts education aiming at self-relativization and critical 
thinking) 

3. Going beyond instruction that is related to skills and knowledge, the curriculum will emphasize the fostering of 
students' ideas; identif'ing problems; and developing the ability to arrive at their own solutions. (Emphasis on 
discussion and self-study) 

4. Through encounters with leading figures from all areas (including other promising young students), the 
curriculum aims to create human networks and further understanding about Japan. 

5. As decentralization progresses in line with a country's economic development, the demand for local governance 
and government that is capable of responding to various regional issues such as education, health, welfare, and 
local development rises. This program aims to cultivate leaders and core personnel for such local governance in 
their respective countries by equipping them with advanced theories on local governance and practices in Japan. 

II Students 
The course is designed for young public administrators and government officials, who are expected to play active 
roles in Asia and Central Europe as future leaders in local governance. 

III Courses (Courses offered are subject to change) 
I. Required Courses (7 credits) 

The World and the SDGs 
• Local Government System and Finance 

Local Governance in the Changing World 
• Introduction to Japan 

2. Recommended Courses (at least 6 credits) 
• Microeconomics I 

Essential Microeconomics 
• Economic Development of Japan 
• Government and Politics in Japan 
• International Relations 
• Structure and Process of Government 
• Leadership and Knowledge Creation 
• GRIPS Forum I 
• GRIPS Forum II 

3. Elective Courses (Credits for the graduation requirement) 
• Macroeconomics I 
• Government and Market 
• Data Science for Public Policy 
• International Trade 
• Development Economics 
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• East Asian Economies 
• Japanese Foreign Policy 
• International Security Studies 
• Human Resources Management 
• Social Security System in Japan 
• Small and Medium Enterprise and Technology 
• Introduction to Data Science I 
• Introduction to Data Science II 

4. Colloquium (2 credits) (Required Course) 
This course will provide an opportunity to listen and discuss various issues with many distinguished government 
leaders and business executives. The colloquia will be organized fifteen or sixteen times a year, divided between 
the fall and spring terms. 

5. Independent Study (4 credits) and Tutorial (2 credits) (Required Course) 
Students will produce a research paper on a topic of their choice that pertains to local governance, with a 
perspective of comparison between their home country and another, such as Japan. Designated advisors will 
provide them with writing instruction/guidance. 
Also, students will consult in a small-group setting with faculty members by participating in Tutorial. 

6. Workshop (2 credits) (Required Course) 
Workshop, including a field trip on local governance in Japan, will be conducted in association with several 
local governments and NPOs. 

7. Other Educational Activities 
Japanese Language Class: 
All lectures are conducted in English, making it unnecessary for students to master Japanese. However, Japanese 
language courses will be offered to students who wish to further their knowledge of Japanese language and 
culture. 

IV Further information 
For more infomiation on GRIPS, please visit: https://www.grips.ac.jp/en/  
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APPLICATION FOR JAPANESE GOVERNMENT (MEXT) SCHOLARSHIP 

/-JH ('): /t  

Young Leaders' Program Student for 2025 School of Local Governance) 
• 

INSTRUCTIONS (!i)L('))Ti) 
1. The application must be typewritten if possible, or neatly handwritten in block letters. (i:EAt. 
2. Numbers should be in Arabic figures. 2.) 

3. Year should be written im the Anne Domini system. (l<T2 t0 .2 
4. Proper nouns should be writtes in full, and not be abbreviated. ( liji Ytitt2 U, Ltb'T 2.) 

*Persornal data entered in this application will only be used for scholarship selection purposes, and contact information such 

as e—mail addresses will only be used for forming related human networks after tine student returns home and for sending of 

information by the Japanese Government. 

C lltSCt, 4i E—mail 7 V AQ)tlb'TLt, ,j 
o' l-2t = 2, .&L)t2.i,U 5iR Oi //lL/2t', 

5. Please complete each sectiorn as fully and accurately as possible. Please respond to all questions. The information you provide 

is essential in reviewing your application. Please note that if you provide any false or misleading statement or incomplete or 

inaccurate information in your application, your application may not be screened, you mas be denied admission or, if you have 

been admitted, you may be dismissed from GRIPS. (WC)9 tt2 LTI/u .. 2ArJ9M Lt&il, A oC 

1. Name in Full in Your Native Language 

(t:S (l) 
(Family Name/Surname)  

(Sex) 

DMale () 

flFesmle () 

(First Name) (Middle Name) 

In Roman Block Capital Letters (as written iii your passport) 

(n--, b— l! 1 lt, o'tf2) 

(Marital Status) 

DSingle (s1tl) 
DMarried() 

     

     

(Family Name/Surname) (First Name) (Middle Name) 

2. Nationality 

( ) 

3. Date of Birth 5) 

19 

Year () Month (.0) 

4. Present Occupat ion (A) 

Present Position (&) 

Address ({50f()  

2-2. Possession of Japanese Nationality DYes,  I have. (Ifru') 

(B 't) Oho,  I don' t have. (t'i'.) 

Photograph 

Taken within the lust 6 months, 

providing a clear, front view of 

sour entire thee. 

\Vrite your name and nationality 

in block letters on the back of 

the photo. 

(6X4cm)) 

llepiirtment./Sectioni ([i) Employer ()3) 

Postal Cede (i1) 

Day (B) Age ($) as of October 1,2025 

(2025 10.0 1 To.n)i) 

TEL ('''0) Work Email () E -JL-7 V 



TEL ( --) Personal Email (1A.,i —,t7 IoL....Z) 

Years and months 

() () 

Total Number of Years and Months of Education 

(g(E& f') 
As of October 1, 2025 (2025 10 1 6 

5. Residential Address (j) 

Address ((tJ() Postal Code ()-) 

If the above present home address will be changed at the time of leaving from your country, please specify the changed 

address below. ()6 = iLI ToYs 

* If possible, WI-ice an E—mail address where you ran he contacted thr periods that include the time heibre you come to Japan, your stay in Japan and the 

period after you return home. 

Sdi)b. )s t,ud,E1—iL-7 !dYsJ 7 ) 

6. Field uf Study Specialized in the Past (Be as detailed and concrete as posnible, ) 

Lt(Nf (T' i 

7. Education History () 

Full Name oh Institution & 

Location 

(JJTtl) 

Year and 

Month of 

Enrollment 

(A.N) 

Year and 

Month of 

Graduation 

(s) 

Duration of 

Schooling 

'it) 

Diploma or Degree Awarded, 

Major Subject, Shipped 

Years and Levels 

('( . *4H, 

Primary 

Education 

(lJ) 

Elementary 

School 

tb-5  Sft 4-) 

Name 

Location: City & Country 

(J(h)i: iii ) 

rears 

() 
and 

months 

Secondary 

Education 

() 

Lower 
Name 

Secondary () 
Education 

(Middle I - Location: City & Country 
School 'Junior (J)(j: 

High School) 

yearn 

() 
and 

months 

Upper 

Secondary 

Education 

((Senior) High 

School) 

(ItS) 

Name 
() 

Location: City & Country 
(±: ) 

years 

() 
and 

months 

(.N 

pC-i 

Tertiary 

(Higher) 

Education 

(W) 

Undergraduate 

(Bachelor' s) 

( -Yt) 

Name 

() 

Location: City & Country 
(fId: 

years 

() 
and 

months 

(, 

Graduate 

(Master' s/ 

Doctoral) 

"-I-., JC, 

Name 

() 

Location City & Country 
(±lji: , ) 

years 

() 
and 

months 

(.H) 
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* If the blank spaces above are not sufficient for information required, please attach a separate sheet. In such case, please 

St IPU late that the informat son is on a separate page. 

((() jIJI(: Nit/it 'tñf i'll )vL stJ, . iN'h, N'liCA-/ Ef4jb tB-t: 

Notes 1 Exclude kindergarten and nursery school education. (ijjt 

2. Preparatory education for university adniission should be included iii upper secondary school. (I 'List/u rct(j 

3. If you have passed a high school equivalency examination (arid did not graduate from high school), indicate as such in the 

fifth column (Diploma or Degree Awarded, Major Subject, Skipped Years arid Levels) with *-l. LCl'/u 
)'~*-1 !i7si. L,) 

4. Airy school years or levels skipped shrould be indicated in the fifth column (Diploma or Degree Awarded, Major Subject, Skipped 

Veers and Levels). (Example: Skipped senior year for early graduation) 
(L'bcjr/, rr1 °LCL'/u'bFL, It RNMO) R, :iFj:, 

((NJ: 3st-i)) 

5. If iou attended multuple schools at the same level of education due to moving house or readmissiorr to university, write the 

nerves o the schools in the same column. l 

6. Calculate arid write the total number of years arid months of education you ivill have completed at tire time of your enrolment 

at GRIPS, based on your total time as a student (as detailed above, including extended leave such as suitor vacation). (jit 

L, ihIY',( 7u V, 

8. Employment Record (List your current arnd previous employment (up to three positions) in reverme chronological order, 
starting with your most recent position.) 

(( : iiNtO j±Ui(rfOt 37vtC,L) 

***At least 3 years of full-time work experience in public administration is required. *** 

*J U"C 3 ±) 

Name and Location of Organization 

(&UiNJlhfi) 

Department/Section 

(i) 

Position 

(r) 

lob Description 

(i) 

Period of 

Employment 

(tf1) 

YYYY/5d to YYYY/MM 

Present occupation: To be shown in the former page 

((i( : Niico"<—'2i:ti) 

From 

Presemt 

From 

To 

From 

To 

* If the blank spaces above are not sufficient for information required, please attach a separate sheet. 

() J((T 5' L/i('tC, . 
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9. Extracw culirl arid Regional Acti jes 

Extracur-r i Cu br arid Reg i oh! Activities Period 

((i) 

10. [mgi isk Proficiency (2) 

Score of TOEFL iBT Score of bELTS Academic Date of the Test 

(TOEFL 0)7.  7) (IELTS 0)7.=7) (5R 9) 

or 20 

'rear () Month ( ) Day (9) 

11. Ac corfiparry ins Dei,errden t s Provide tire 101! OW irro irr format ion if you plarr to br i rig airy family members to Japan. 

(B c( ftt 011' BAt5 

* All esperrses incurred by tire presence of dependents must be borne by tire grantee. 

(;t) tBo7u. 

Name 

(f) 

Relatiomsirip 

(0tini) 

Age 

() 

12. Persorr to be non fled in applicant' a home cc.urrnrv, ii case of emerge n c y: 

I ) Name in Full 

ii)  ..(ddres s 

 

   

TEL (i- ) 

  

E-mail (E J—JL.7 (i. 7.) 

  

        

iii) Occupation 

(I!R( ) 

rv) Relationship 

° 

      

      

      

If you umdeistiirrd arid accept all the rnr:rnters stated in tire App! ication Guidelines for 
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Recommendation Form 

To the Applicant 

Please complete only the top portion of this form. Your recommender should complete the rest of the form. 

I I  
Applicant's Name (Family) (Given) (Middle) 

To the Recommender 

The person whose name appears above is applying for admission to the Young Leaders' Program. 

Please provide your recommendation on your own letterhead or stationery. The Admissions Committee values the 

recommender's direct contact with the candidate. In your letter, please answer the following questions as candidly 

and specifically as possible: 

Please return this form and your recommendation to the applicant in a sealed envelope, with your signature across 

the seal. The applicant will submit the sealed, signed envelope to us as part of the completed application package. 

The Admissions Committee is aware of the time and care necessary to prepare this form. We gratefully 
acknowledge your help. 

I. How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant? 

2. How often have you observed the applicant? (Please tick one box) 

flevery day 03 or 4 times a week Dl or 2 times a week Dl or 2 times a month 

0 less than once a month 



3. Please provide a short list of specific activities which demonstrate the applicant's salient talents and strength, 

e.g., leadership, creativity. 

4. Please discuss observations you have inade concerning the applicant's leadership abilities. (Please tell the 

reason to judge that the applicant has a possibility to be a leader in your home country.) 

S. Please discuss observations you have made concerning the applicant's interpersonal skills. 

6. Please discuss observations you have made concerning the applicant's innovative/creative capabilities. 



7. Please comment on specific ways the applicant could improve professionally. 

8. Please give us your appraisal of the applicant in terms of the qualities listed below: 
What reference group are you using to make your appraisal? 

Inadequate 
opporlunhty 
to observe 

Below 
average 

(Btit third) 

Average 

(N liddle third) 

Good 

(Top third) 

Very good 

(lop 15%) 

Excellent 

(Top 10%) 

Outanding 

(Top 5%) 

Exceptional 

(Top 2%) 

Leadership potential 

Interpersonal skills 

Imagination and 
Creativity 

Motivation and drivc 

Personal integrity 

Self-confidence 

Personal maturity 

Sense of humor 

Self-discipline 

Intellectual ability 

Emotional energy 

Analytical/quantitative 
ability 

Ability in oral 
expression 

Time management 



9. Please write if you have any comment. 

Please provide telephone numbers should the Admissions Committee feel a need to contact you regarding the 

reference. 

E Business Telephone Number  

0 Home Telephone Number  

Recommenders Signature 

Recommenders Name (please print)  Date  

Position or Title  Organization  

Business Address 

Home Address  



School of Government 
School of Local Governance 

Essay Questions 

The following essay questions will provide us with more information about you and your reasons for 

applying to the Young Leaders' Program. 

Your essays must be typed. Please use A4size paper or 8 1/2 >< 11' paper. Strictly limit your 

responses to the maximum number of words designated for each question. Use standard double-

spaced lines. Your name should appear at the top of each separate sheet of paper. The number of the 

essay question should precede every essay. Staple the essays together and submit them with the 

other application materials. 

1. What are your most significant accomplishments, activities, and life experiences to date? 

Please emphasize the events which highlight your unique abilities and personality. (maximum 

500 words) 

2. What is your leadership philosophy? Describe key individuals and/or experiences that shaped 

your philosophy. (maximum 500 words) 

Supplemental Question 

3. How did you become interested in the Young Leaders' Program? Please list specific information 

sources such as publications, alumni, faculty, and websites. (maximum 200 words) 



(2O25JJ) CERTIFICATE OF HEALTH (for 2025) 
(to be completed by the examining physician) 

Please fill Out (PRINT/TYPE) in Japanese or English. 

Name Surname S Given name Middle name iLPm-L, 

IJ 
Gender 

LI Male 

LI Female Date of Birth 
H 

yyyy mm dd 

.. '*i Physical examination 

Height 
cm 

Weight 
kg 

(3)iiE 

Blood pressure 
mmHg--- mmHg 

Blood type 
LIA IIB LIAB LIO LIRH+ERH- 

(5)IJ9 

Pulse 

LI Regular 

1mm LI Irregular Color blindness 
LI IE Normal 

LI Impaired 

(6) Jj 

Eyesight Value 

/R /L womasses 
(8)  

Hearing 

LI Normal 

LI W Impaired 

tiE gasses or /L Irene, 
(9)  

Speech 

LI ]IE Normal 

LI Impaired 
2. (6I*) Physical and X-ray examinations of the chest (within six months) 

H 

Date of X-ray 

H 

yyyy mm dd Film No. 

(1)fll Lungs 
1E Normal 

Impaired 

(2) '' Cardiomegaly 
LI Normal - (4)o\ Go to (4) 

LI Impaired -a (3)" Go to (3) 

(3) EIerocardiograph 
LI Normal 

LI W Impaired 

(4) IIXTh 

Comment for the chest X-ray 

3• q1Øg 

Disease currently being treated 
LI No LI Yes ( Name of disease 

4.  

Past illness/disorder 

t flti st-l*rtaL,Jl: 

If it's applicable, tick and fill in 
the date of recovery/under 

treatment. 
If NOT contracted any of them in 

the past, tick 
"None of below". 

LI t,L, None of below 

LI Tuberculosis 

LI 5iJy Malaria 

Other communicable disease 

LI tMj'/., Epilepsy 

LI Kidney disease 

LI Heart disease 

LI Diabetes 

ij4L_ Drug allergy 

Psychosis 
.-,

Functional disorder in the extremities 

5.  

Vaccination History 

If already vaccinated, indicate the 
number of vaccinations 

Time(s) Time(s) 
MMRV (Measles, Momps. Rubella, Zoster) LI Hepatitis B 

LI MMR (Measles, Mumps. Rubella): LI Chicken pox 

LI MR (Measles, Rubella) LI Meningitis 

LI M (Measles) LI Polio 

Mumps I LI Diphtheria Pertussis Tetanus combined I 

6. l Laboratorytests 

(1) 
Urinalysis 

Na 
Glucose 

LI Negative 

LI Positive Protein 
LI Negative 

LI Positive 

(tjfl'II 
Occult blood 

LI Negative 

LI Positive 

Anemia test ESR 
wni/Hr 

WBC count 
/crrmm 

ffii 

Hemoglobin 
gnm/d 

Anemia 
LI Negative 

LI Positive 

(3)tTE4 
LFT 

GPT 
(ALT) 

(U/ I GOT 
(AST) 

(U/ I y-GTP ILJ/ I 

7. Ø11 Physician's impression of the applicant's health 

(1) ' 

Overall impression 

(2)  

Is there a need for regular treatment and medication? 

o - (1y',iX 
LI (L No LI Yes Fill in (1) 

(3)  
. sJI1/t 

In view of the applicant's history and the above findings, is it 

your observation that his/her health status is adequate to pursue 

studies in )apan? 

LI Yes LI No 

rlt,Jl:x'yua, 
Please be sure to check either "YES" or 

"NO', If you do not tick "YES", the Embassy will NOT accept the 
application. 

Physician's Sigeatare Date 

i5fiE1tb 
Address Office/Institution 
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